
PASTOR’S REPORT  -  SEPTEMBER 14, 2021 

 

1.  Since our last meeting in June, I am happy to report that we were able to 
celebrate Marriage Vow Renewal Masses in English and in Spanish on 
Sunday, June 27 with about 50 couples. 

2. An in-person modified Graduation was held on June 16 with a student 
social following the Mass in the cafeteria. 

3. The Community I-9 Sports Program rented our Gym and Lower Church for 
the summer camp program for children.  It began in July and ended on 
August 20.  Our elementary school children were enrolled in a summer 
academic program sponsored by the Archdiocese Department of Education.  
Both programs were well-run and well-received. 

4. Because of a grant presented to the school, major work was done in the 
school cafeteria:  new tile floor, painting, new stage curtains, refinishing 
and repair of the stage, upgraded sound system … also, the grant enabled 
us to purchase lockers for the middle school and to remove dangerous coat 
closets in the classrooms … renovations were done to several classrooms, 
two diseased, dying and dangerous trees were removed from the front 
entrance of the school. 

5. School enrollment has increased and Sister Patricia will address some 
school issues.  Faculty returned on September 1 and students return on 
September 8.  Three dumpsters of “garbage” was removed from the school 
(from closets, storage areas and so many hidden nooks and crannies!) 

6. The Archdiocese has been informed about the need to finish the boiler 
project for the school, the filling in of the trench, the collapse of the school 
yard retaining wall on September 2 as well as the collapse of several ground 
level window lintels. 

7. Both the RENEW+REBUILD CAMPAIGN AND THE 2021 CARDINAL’S APPEAL 
continue to receive pledges from our parishioners and the generosity and 
support is outstanding. 



8.  Because of the generosity of the parish, we were able to send $1000 for 
assistance to India and nearly $1500 to the Propagation of the Faith for 
missionary work. 

9. The Sisters of Life welcomed 9 postulants to the convent and the formation 
program (one postulant is still stranded in Ireland because of Visa issues.) 

10. A special 9/11 Mass was celebrated on Saturday, September 11 with a 
special wreath blessing following the Mass. 

11. Bethlehem Handicrafts will be here on September 18, 19 to offer religious 
articles for sale.  These are hand-carved olive wood items from our 
Christian Arab brothers and sisters in hard-hit Bethlehem.  Also, Khalid, the 
vendor, will be able to answer any questions about the tentative pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land in March. 

12. CCD will begin on September 23 and registration is still low and somewhat 
disappointing.  RCIA for adults begins as well and that too has a 
disappointing registration.  Thanks to Ms. Christi, Deacon Vazquez and his 
wife, Elizabeth, for their tremendous support and enthusiasm for these 
programs. 

13. There was a very successful bi-lingual Assumption/De Chantal Mass 
celebration on August 15 and we had more cupcakes than was expected!   
Thanks to Liz, Marie, Margie and others for their help in this parish 
celebration. 

14. Father Robert is still in Ghana.  He was expected back before Labor Day but 
was caught up in Visa problems.  He is expected back this week and we 
have certainly missed him in many ways! 

15. Tentative plans are being made for ANOINTING OF THE SICK on Saturday, 
September 25 prior to the 5 pm Mass.  More details from the Spirituality 
Committee. 

16. For our serious consideration … the Mass schedule for the new year 2022.  I 
think we are all aware that there is a priest shortage.  One statistic that was 
given to us is:  there are only 16 archdiocesan priests under the age of 35 in 
the Archdiocese.  Traditionally a priest is transferred after 3 years to a new 
assignment or to become a pastor and Father Ricardo will be completing his 
3rd year here at St. Frances.  Our Sunday Mass attendance is leveling off at 



about 700 to 800 parishioners (largely an older group with so many families 
and children missing).  Our church easily holds 600 people with plenty of 
space to spare.  With all of these factors being considered by a 72½ year old 
pastor, I propose a revised Mass schedule to begin  January 2022 --- 
Saturdays at 5 pm and Sundays at 8:30 am and 10 am in English and 11:30 
am in Spanish.  The Adult Choir would continue to lead song at the 10 am 
Mass and, perhaps, once a month on Holy Name Sunday lead song at the 
8:30 am Mass while the Children’s Choir is present for the 10 am Family 
Mass.  The Children’s Choir could participate with the adult choir and learn 
from them.  I will be putting this information in the bulletin. I will ask for 
input from the parishioners by way of a coupon to be returned to the 
rectory.   Change is always difficult but when circumstances present 
themselves it is important to consider the changes and to plan.  Thanks for 
helping me to change and to plan for the future of the parish. 


